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Claims 1-55 are presented for consideration. 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 
U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-6, drawn to a system for use in distributed computing 
comprising a task server configured to keep track of information 
associated with each of a multiplicity of client computers and to use 
the information to assign one or more tasks associated with a computing 
problem to each client computer, a file server configured to provide 
application modules to the client computers for executing their assigned 
tasks; and an application server configured to provide input data for 
the application modules to the client computers and to receive output 
data of the application modules from the client computers, 
classified in Class 718, subclass 105. 

II. Claims 7-14, drawn to a method for use in a distributed computing 
system, comprising the steps of providing a client program for 
installation on a client computer, receiving, through a computer 
network, information associated with the client computer that is 
collected by the client program installed on the client computer, using 
the information to assign one or more tasks associated with a computing 
problem to the client computer, and providing one or more application 
modules to the client computer for executing its assigned tasks, wherein 
the application modules are executable by the client program and are 
provided through the computer network, 
classified in Class 717, subclass 178. 

III. Claims 15-36, drawn to a method for use in a distributed 
computing system, comprising the steps of sending a request for a new 
task through a computer network to a first server, the request including 
user identification information, receiving module information from the 
first server through the computer network in response to the request, 
the module information including locator information for a second server 
in the computer network where a module can be obtained, redirecting to 
the second server using the locator information, and receiving the 
module from the second server through the computer network; or stated 
another way, a method for use in a distributed computing system, 
comprising the steps of receiving a request for a new task from a client 
through a computer network, the request including user identification 
information, assembling module information in response to the request, 
the module information including locator information indicating a 
location in the computer network where a module can be obtained, sending 
the module information to the client through the computer network, and 
sending the module to the client through the computer network from the 
location in the computer network, 
classified in Class 709, subclass 201. 

IV. Claims 37-43, drawn to a method of providing status information 
associated with a distributed computing project, comprising the steps of 
generating a first item of performance information for a first client 
computer participating in the distributed computing project, sending the 
first item of performance information from the first client computer 
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through a computer network to a first server, receiving a second item of 
performance information at 

the first client computer from the first server through the computer 
network, wherein the second item of performance information is based on 
the first item of performance information and one or more additional 
items of performance information from one or more additional client 
computers participating in the distributed computing project, and 
displaying the second item of performance information on the first 
client computer. 

classified in Class 709, subclass 224. 

V. Claims 44-48, drawn to a method of providing status information 
associated with a distributed computing project, comprising the steps of 
receiving, through a computer network, performance information from a 
plurality of client computers participating in the distributed computing 
project, totaling the performance information for a subset of the 
plurality of client computers that are members of a first team in order 
to generate team performance information, and sending display data 
through the computer network to each of the client computers that are 
members of the first team, wherein the display data is configured to 
display status information that includes the team performance 
information . 

classified in Class 345, subclass 736. 

VI. Claims 49-55, drawn to a method for use in a distributed 
computing system, comprising the steps of offering an incentive for a 
commitment of computing time from a user's computer in the distributed 
computing system, providing a client program to the user for 
installation on the user's computer, registering the user's computer as 
a client in the distributed computing system, and providing the 
incentive to the user. 

classified in Class 705, subclass 14. 

2 . Inventions of Group X and Group Y are related as subcombinations 
disclosed as useable together in a single combination. The 
subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately useable. In this instant case, invention of a specific Group 
X has separate utility such as in an invention containing the components 
of Group X not used in an invention of another specific Group Y as 
claimed in that Group Y. 

3. Also an undue burden would be placed upon examiner since the search 
for a specific Group X would be in that Group X's class and subclass and 
such a search is not required for any specific other Group Y. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above 
and because they have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by 
their different classification and their recognized divergent subject 
matter and the search for a specific Group X is not required for the 
other Groups, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper . 

5. Applicant is advised that the response to this requirement to be 
complete must include an election of the invention to be examined even 
though the requirement be traversed. 
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6. The applicant is also advised that the response must be submitted to 
the Office within 30 calendar days . 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Robert B. Harrell whose 
telephone number is (703) 305-9692. The examiner can normally be 
reached Monday thru Friday from 5:30 am to 2:00 pm and on weekends from 
6:00 am to 12 noon Eastern Standard Time. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner »s supervisor, Jack B. Harvey, can be reached on (703) 3 08-9705. 
The fax phone numbers for the Group are (703) 746-7238 for After-Final, 
(703) 746-7239 for Official Papers, and (703) 746-7240 for Non-Official 
and Draft papers . 

9. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 




ROBERT B. HARRELL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
GROUP 2142 



